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Located in far East Austin, the site is
an existing warehouse surrounded by
surface parking.

Our client sought to redevelop the
existing warehouse, utilizing only the
existing footprint of the building to
minimize the entittement process.

Their stated goals were to maximize
yield, emphasize spaces for smaller
creative businesses, and create
something exceptional.

We challenged the client to create

a building that increased wellbeing
through sustainable strategies, active
design, and connection to a landscape
that did not existing on site.
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building envelope
The existing footprint is great for large floor plates,
but terrible for daylighting.
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massing approach

primary
enfrance

the lightwell
A long courtyard on axis with the primary entrance is
carved out of the center, creating 80-foot-deep floor
plates ideal for daylighting.
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massing approach

a new core
In a typical office building, 15-20% of the floor plate is taken up by a dark
central core that blocks access to daylight and views. Removing this core
opens up the tenant spaces to more daylight and outdoor spaces and

eliminates the materials and energy use associated with long dark corridors.
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massing approach

secondary
entrance
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carved spaces
A larger central courtyard is opened up to create a secondary
gathering space, with a double height connection carved through
the ground floor for secondary circulation to the parking.
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massing approach

the landscaping
A grove of trees shades the front arrival plaza and extends into the central
courtyard with a water runnel connecting two fountains at each end. Third-
floor roof terraces are created to capture views of the city beyond.
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massing approach

the connectivity
A series of exterior stairs and walkways turns the building lobby and circulation
inside out. This encourages interaction with the landscape and other building
occupants, transforming the courtyard into dynamic social space.

FIFTH + TILLERY | AUSTIN, TX | 09
Gensler



massing approach
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the solar plaza
Utilizing the large roof area, a PV array covers the majority of the roof. A large,
triple-height trellis of photovoltaics extends over the front plaza, expressing the
building’s sustainable feature and blurring landscape and architecture.
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Sustainability and expressing it became
an important design goal. The entire
roof is covered in a PV array, with the
array expressed as a grand trellis over

the outdoor entry plaza.
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